TOFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 647th  MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 4th October 2010, AT 7.00 PM,

 IN

 TOFT PEOPLE’S HALL.

Present: Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadman, Cllr Jeanne McCarten

Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC); and three members of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone who was welcomed to his first meeting as Toft’s Parish Clerk.

Items

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Elizabeth Dolman (Toft Parish Council); and Cllr Fiona Whelan (Cambridgeshire CC)

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Martin Yeadman declared a personal interest in Item 7 (i) as a near neighbour of the applicant. 

3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND ACTIONS OUTSTANDING
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th and 14th September 2010 (M645 & 646) were received.

   It was resolved to approve both.  The Chairman signed each on behalf of the Council.

No actions were identified as outstanding.

4. OPEN SESSION
Several issues were raised by members of the public.  These included the posts that had been knocked over on the village green; the possibility of recovering and re-installing a tree guard on the green; whether there was any news about the missing Edwardian post box; and concerns about a recent burglary, and cold telephone calls offering security checks of people’s homes.

Cllr Hawkins volunteered to approach officials at SCDC to obtain a covered “bird proof” bin for the village green.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM CIRCULATION 0F CORRESPONDENCE

      The Clerk highlighted the vote on the Parish Councellor vacancy on the Standards Board, and SCDC’s request for members of the new Planning Working Group.  These were noted.

Councillors discussed concerns about cars being broken up in a local car park.  Cllr McCarten volunteered to make inquiries.  

6. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

  A report was received from the District Councillor.  This included: 

· Planning;

· Toft Garage;

· Cambridgeshire CC’s winter gritting proposals;

· Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership;

· SCDC’s new CEO;

· Blue Wheelie Bins;

· BT’s proposed update of its exchanges to fibre optic broadband.

7.    PLANNING

i) Planning application reference S/1298/10, boundary fencing and outbuilding, at Providence Cottage, 9 Brookside, Toft, by Mr T Askew was received, and considered.

Resolved to recommend planning approval to South Cambridgeshire DC.       Action:  Clerk

ii) Planning application reference S/1323/10, to replace an extant planning permission and extend the time limit for implementation, for change of use to B1 Offices (S/2607/04/F) at the Grain Store Adjacent to Old Farm, Church Road, Toft, by Mr & Mrs M Tebbit was received and considered.

Resolved to recommend planning approval to South Cambridgeshire DC.       Action:  Clerk

iii) Consultation C/11/40/092 on works to trees in a conservation area, at Manor Farm, Toft, by Mr Farman was received, and considered.

Resolved to notify South Cambridgeshire DC that no issues had been identified.       Action:  Clerk

The Chairman referred to the site meeting with Gareth Jones, Head of SCDC Planning, on the outstanding planning issues relating to the proposed change of use of the garage.  He promised to circulate SCDC’s planning report, and would liaise with Councillors and Clerk on possible dates.  It was agreed that the owner of the site should also be invited to attend.                                                                                         

                                                                                                                           Action:   Cllr Hercus & Clerk

8. FOOTPATHS

  Cllr McCarten reported that she had been in touch with Peter Gaskin of Cambridgeshire CC about Footpath 1 which was a sandy path between Toft and Caldecote.  Some clearance was required by the Caldecote stile.  Levelling of the path would be discussed with the landowner.

                                                                                                                       Action:   Cllr McCarten

9. HIGHWAYS

No report was received but it was agreed that a number of outstanding queries would need to be chased by contacting Dennis Vacher in Highways Department of Cambridgeshire CC.  The Chairman said he would update the Clerk on the issues.                                         Action:   Cllr Hercus & Clerk

10. VILLAGE MAINTENANCE

Works identified at the village inspection of 25th September 2010 were discussed, and actions agreed as detailed at Appendix A.                                                                                              Action:  Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                

Further consideration would be given to purchasing and installing a bench on School Lane.

11. TOFT PEOPLE’S HALL
No report was received from the Council’s representative.  Cllr Betson said he was attending a meeting the following week.  He would report to the next Council meeting.                Action:  Cllr Betson

12. FINANCE
A payment of £235 to CGM for grass cutting was approved.  Karen Cameron’s final payment would be approved at the November meeting following her ongoing assistance with the handover.

The recommendations of the Internal Auditor were tabled.  These included the need to demonstrate the use of risk assessments, and the current level of the general reserves.  The Clerk suggested that identifying projects for allocated reserves may be the way forward.  He undertook to produce a short paper for the Council’s consideration at the November meeting.       

                                                                                                                                              Action:  Clerk

The former Clerk’s report on the Council’s expenditure & income to end September would be circulated. Karen Cameron undertook to brief the new Clerk on finance matters prior to the next Council meeting.    

Cllr Yeadman asked that an additional column be added on future reports to show projected expenditure.

                                                                                                                                                Action:  Clerk 
13.  COMMUNITY SAFETY

Cllr McCarten reported on her attendance at the Neighbourhood Panel meeting.  She said she had alerted the Panel to the stripping down of vehicles, and learned that the recent speed checks in Toft had shown that no one was speeding through the village.  She would attend the next meeting in November.

14.  SPORT & RECREATION

It was resolved to approve the risk assessment prepared by the Toft Fireworks Committee for this year’s event in November.   The Clerk suggested that unlocking the double gates into the play area and placing a sign on pavement side of the recreation area to assist the emergency services to find and enter the site might be added to the risk management measures for the evening.

Councillors added identifying the post code would assist should a “999” call need to be made.

                                                                                          Action:  Clerk to notify the Fireworks Committee

15.    COMMUNICATION

As part of its communication strategy the Council discussed setting up a social networking site.  Ongoing maintenance would be required.  All Councillors would need to be administrators.  It was agreed that the issues should be discussed with the editor of the Calendar.                                       Action:  Cllr Yeadman

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

- 1st November 2010, 7.00pm, Toft People’s Hall

The meeting ended at 9pm.

----------------------------------------

Councillors thanked Karen Cameron for all her work as Clerk to the Council from 2001 to 2010 and presented her with a card & an orchid.

Appendix A

TOFT PARISH COUNCIL:  VILLAGE INSPECTION OF 25TH SEPTEMBER 2010

Short term maintenance programme – Autumn 2010/Spring 2010

	
	Items identified


	Action by Clerk

	i)   
	Wooden posts x3 on green uprooted by tractor


	To request CCC to re-install posts asap

	ii)
	Pavement surface by Chinese restaurant in poor condition


	To request CCC to add this to their repair schedule

	iii)
	Road surface at the entrance to Mill Lane is poor.


	To request CCC to add this to their repair schedule

	iv)
	Waste basket adjacent to green needs changing for a covered bin following problems with birds


	Being pursued by Cllr Hawkins (SCDC). 

	v)
	Village notice board near bus shelter needs securing.  One of its legs is loose.


	To obtain quote from a contractor(s).

	vi)
	Parish notice board next to bus shelter needs varnishing
	To obtain quote from a contractor(s).

	vii)
	Bench near village sign needs painting green.


	To obtain quote from a contractor(s).

	viii)
	Village well – surface cover needs          replacing.
	To obtain quote from a contractor(s).

	ix)
	Notice board for village map on Brookside needs varnishing.


	To obtain quote from a contractor(s).

	x)
	Sign for Brookside Road has been demolished?


	To query with SCDC.

	xi)


	Play Area:

- notice board required to identify site for emergency services;

- play equipment & picnic tables need cleaning & coat of preservative;

- shed to be creosoted to protect it from the weather; and

· footpath pitch needs  

      resurfacing and re-seeding.

- Gates to play area
	To obtain quotes from contractors.

Cllrs to approach local residents to request they become additional key holders.


